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Word to the Arm | 
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Touching TO uf 


9 
Their SIN and DUTIE: 


If it may bee, to convince them of the 


(Greatneſs of the one, and their Defecttveneſs 
in the other; With a word of Advice in theConclufion, 
humbly tendred to them, inorder to their Recovery 
to that Path of Unfeigned Repentance, 

By william Allen late Adjurant General to the Acray in Ireland; an anfeigned 


ſeeker of their ſouls welfare, being under grear fears and thoughts 
of hearc for rhem. 


' 
» 


Cy alend, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and ſhew my people their tranſgrefſions 
and the houſe of Facob therr ſins. 1a. 58. | 

Yet they ſeck mce daily, and delight ts know ty waies, as a Nation that did righs 
teouſneſs, and forſuok not the Ordinances of their Ged, they a5h of mee the Or- 
dinances of Fuftice,they take delight in approaching to God. Wherefore have wee 
fafted,ſay they, and thou ſeeſt not ? wherefore have wee afflifted our ſouls, and 
thou taheſt no knowledge ?Bebold, in the day of your faft you finde pleaſure, and 
exatt all your labours; behold you faſt for firife and debate,and to ſmite with the 
ft of wickedneſs, you ſhall not faft as you do this day , to make your voice to be 
beard on high. | 

Is not this the faſt that IÞhave choſen? toleoſe the bands of wickedueſ,, to unde 
the heavy burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, and that you break every 
yoah ? is it not to deal phy bread tothe hungry, and that ihon bring the poor that 

/ are caſt out, to thy houſe, whee thou ſeeft the naked, that thou cover him, and that 
thor hide not thy ſclf from thy own fleſh? 

Ther ſhall thy light break forth as the morning,and thy health ſhall ſpring forth ſp!e-= 
dily, and thy righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee, and the glory of the Lord ſhall bee 
thy rereward, 

Therefore the Lord ſaid, Foy as much as this people draw neer mee with their 
mouth, and with their lips do honour mee, but have remaved their heart far from 
mee, and their fear towards mee is taught by the precepts of men; therefore bt- 
hold I will proceed to do a marvelous work amongſt this people, even a marue- 
lous work and wonder, for the wiſdome of their wiſe men ſhall periſh, and the 
underſtanding of their prudent men ſhall bee hid, 1{a. 28, 

The wiſe men are aſhamed, they are diſmayed and taken, Lo, they have rejefted the 
word of the Lord, and what wiſdome is tn them? Jcr.g.g. 
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VVord to the ARMY, touching 


their Sin, and Duty, if it may be, to con- 
vince them of the greatneſs of the one, and 
their defeQiveneſs in the other. 


Should not delight in this day of Pablick, 
Calamity come upon you, to bee uncovering 
your nakedaeſs, did I not judge it a duty in 
order to lead you to the true covering, and 
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oy our of all falſe ones, which In vain you hide 
77) #nder, 1n your defiled ſtate, rendring your 
» ſelves by 1o doing but the more naked in the 


7 7A YL fight of God and men, giving enemies more 
6ccafion to rejoyce at you, and incourage themſelves in an. evil 
marter againſt you, ſaying, They offend vor, becauſe you not onely 
have, but ſtill ds (ix againſt the Lord, rhe habiracion of Juſtice, and 
hope of your Fathers, chough they char ſay ſo, it may bee tos 
truly, ſnall nor go nnpuniſhr inthe end. | 

| I beſeech you therefore give mee leave, in rhe bowels. of love 
and meekneſs, a lir:1e to rreat wich you,as an Army under theſe di- 
Rink conſiderations, of chief Commanders, and commanded; for 
ſo I ſhall ſpeakto you, both as.ro your ſin, and dury, 

And firſt ro you Commanders, you have been concerned of late 
years in very eminent Trarſallions in Publick Aﬀairs in theſe Na» 
t1o0ns;:- have pretended to a very great knowledge, and feritt obſer- 
vation of the Loyd, and his gomgs, and doings, in the midit of us, 
wich what hee yet tended ro do ferther 1n the latter daies; and by 
comparing his works with his word, have often ſaid, you judge his 
defign to bee the exa'tation of his Son, the Lord Feſwus, and bis 1n- 


tereſt in theſe Nations, and removing ont of the way what _ 
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dered his going ou with this work : As alſo you *obſerved his Ao» 
#:2x5 herein to bee gradual, cauſing his work ſmall inthe begin- 
nings, to go and groiy higher and higher by degrees, and more 
refined as it grew, and ſo have 1nſtrwments been hee hath made uſe 
of, and when they have not had ſpirits growing up in lighe, life, 
and refinedneſs, with the work, by many ftrange providences have 
been.ſome on one account,ſome upon another,/ard afide;yea ſome 
of them beginning bur a lictle ro flack their pace, and draw back, 
have not ſtayed in that rerrograde morion, till they have joyned with 
the moſt avowed exemnes to the Bleſſed Cauſe at firſt they were in- 
gaged in, ſo dangerous athing 13 drawing back, 

And while you were thus 7:ghtly obſerving rhe works and word 
ef the Lord, and helpr to follov 1t accordingly, being L:ttle 1n 
your owneyes, and going out in a #Þ:r:t of trembling, you exalted 
your ſelves in 1ſrael, went on a:1d poſpered; God was with you , 
and the ſhoxt of a King amongſt you , enemies feared, fled, and 
fell before you, and your molt diſhcult waies and works were 
made plain, and eafie ; and though you walkt in ##troddex-paths , 
you were carried on ſafely; en:mies envying, yet dreading you z 
friends rejoycrag,and beſswg G od for you, and: you from him in his 
name; and though it muſt bez remembred to the praiſe of the 
Lord, and due abaſemene of 1 1(truments, you ſometimes walkt as 
men,eſpecially when you {rar to your own underſtandings,and did 
aot truſt in the Lerd,, as before; Particularly m-47, in your tampe- 
riras with the King, and his in:ereſt, which lead into theſe Laby- 
rinths ( as you may well remember ) in 48. our of which, nothing 
bur rhe wiſdome of the Lord dire&ing to ſeeking him, and con- 
fulrmg your dury according to his word could exrricate yony as 
was emin2ntly experienc'd in that not to bee forgotten meeting 
at Winſor 48, ſee the memorial ofir; and how the Lord lead char 
year, yea ſeveral years after even to Woreeſter fight, by a graci- 
ous guiding preſence of his, you cannot but remember that were 
wiſe obſervers of thz operations of his hand : and after thar 
fiphr, when you were returned in ſafety, you then_allo ſeemed 
ro have upon your hearts, great ſenſe of your duty, in proſecuting 
the work of the Lord you had been employed in, bur found as you 
judged the Parliament unwilling to go ſo faſt, or rather hindering 
and obſtructing you in the: ſpeed you were intended to- make-, 
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upon which, ſome contefts aroſe between you and them in thiae 
point, and youcome to ſee as you ſay, a neceſſity of diſſolving 
them, as men not ſpirired for the further work of the Lord in thar 
day; how clear and true the demonſtration of this neceſſity was, 
I rake nor upon mee to judge, ſince you ſo- lately ({ how cruly 1 
dare not determine neither ) call in queſtion your a&tion afore- 
ſaid, and call them to fit again, ſaying, The work had not proſpe- 
red ſince their diſſolution, which might bee roo true, yet the 
Cauſe might rather bee chat greater wnfittedzeſs found in you that 
followed chem, who walkt in »2ore polluted paths, in which the 
work of the Lord could nor proſper; and this ſeems to mee ra- 
ther to bee the mind of the Lord, eſpecially when I confider the 
work thar Parliament, after you had called them, and they ſare 
again,were employed abour, and upon the matter, onely proſper- 
ed in, viz, judging thoſe more grofs rurnings aſide from the Lord 
and his work,that they found amongſt you in theArmy,which when 
they have in ſome meaſure judged, as men not defigned to, nor 
delighted in by the Lord to bee uſed much further, they do by 
Rrange providential proceedings amongſt them , period them- 
ſelves, and in the doing that, ' alſo well-nigh hazard putting a 
period to the peace of rheſe Nations. 

But you having diflolved them, as aforeſaid the firſt rime, a 
lictle Afſembly of men ts called, not in the way, nor after the 
manner of the Nations, but upon a' more ſele& and avowed ac- 
count of men fearing God, though I doubt in-their choice, rhe 
wiſdome of man was too much-exerciſed; bur being come roge- 
ther, though rhey had their weakneſles as men, not ro bee pleaded: 
for, or owned, they ſeem more effeually ro proſecute the true 
ends of Government, wiz. diſcomraging the bad, countenancing 
the good, attempting to break and remove oppreſſive yoaks , and to 
aſſert the liberty of the poor people of the Lord, as well: as others, on 
all accounts, than any before, or fince, that I have obſerved: But 
theſe mercies being too great for ſo ungrateful, and ſo unworthy 
a_p2ople as this Nation; rogether with ch? Inſtruments weakneſs 
and inabilicy to bring them forth in thar glory and beauty, as God 
will have his works brought forth in rheir ſeaſon; as alſo the grear 
Accifice uſed by the Devil, and Inftruments amongſt themſelves , 
Yao acted Tob1ah and Sanballat: part, when they could nor by 
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oppoſing the work openly ſo effe&ually- hinder it, come in and 
precend, as they of old, ro build wichthem, and thereby cauſe the 
work to ceaſe, andrender both ic and the moſt forward work- 
men a ſcorn and reproach among(t the Heathen; cheſe alſo are ſud- 
denly ( on what grounds, in what manner, and for yhat ends be- 
comes rae Army to conſider ) diffolved; and the names of many 
of them, whoſe memorial in ages to come ſhall bee bleft, were 
caſt ont as evil for R ghteouſneſs ſake, and marks | of Ignominy and 
Reproach pur upon them before all the Nation by ſome of your 
ſelyes or adherents, that knew what would gratifie you, and pur- 
ſued char path accordingly, as your weekly Pamphlecer Needha, 
whoſe congue is no ſlander, uſed, (and ftill uſes frequently for 
Your ſervice)to do at thar day;and you made 1t much your buſineſs 
co be raking into, and laying open, Cham-like, the infirmities and 
nakednefs of your brethren, contrary to thar counſel, or rather 
reproof given1n a like caſe In Obadiah, from Io, to the I 5. com- 
pared with 8, and 9 verſes, being a glaſs in which you may ſee 
your ſelves and actions; I defire you will look into with tremb- 
ling. For thy violence againſt thy Brother Jacob, ſhame ſhall cs- 
ger thee, ayd thiu ſhalt bee cnt off for ever. In the day that T HOU 
STOODEST ON THE OTHER SIDE, um the day that the 
ftranger carried awty captive his forces, and forreigners entred into 
his Gates, and caſt lots upon Jeruſalem, EVEN T HOU WAST 
eAS ONE OF THEM, but thow ſhouldeſt mot have looked on 
the day of thy Brether, neither ſhouldeſt thou have rejoyced over the 
children of Judah in the day of their deſtrultion : netther ſhouldeſF 
thes have SPOKEN PROUDLY IN THE DAY OF DI- 
STRESSE. Thou ſhouldeſt not have entred into the gate of my 
people, in the dayof their calamity, yea thou ſhouldeſt not have look- 
2d on their aff.iftton in the day of their calamity, uor have laid hands. 
#1 their ſubſtaxes in the day of their calamity , meither (houldeſt thou 
hawe ieod tathe croſs way, to cut off thoſe that did eſcape, neither 
thouldeft thow have d:l:wered np thoſe of his that aid remain in the 
day of his diſtreſs. For the day of the Lord is neer #p94 all the Hea- 
then, as thou haft done, it (hall bee done wnto thee , thy reward jhall 
r2t 48 upoz thine own head, Verſ, 8. Shall I not in that day, ſaith 
the Lord, even deſtroy the wiſe men ont of Edom, :xd usderſtading 


the Monnt of Eſan ? Verl, g. Aud thy mighty men, O Temany 
| | | | | ſhall 


885 of 


fhall bee diſmayd. 
may bee cut hy ſlaughter. | 

. Your next ſtep you take as a fruit, I fear of your former, was 
falling back again into the o/d exploded way of the Nation, having 
roo neer a fimilitude ( though a far worſe ground) to their 
ation, 1 Saw, 8. 5, 7. You | <=rk now departed from that 
more pure path you were eminently lead tro, and bleft in while 
yon purſued rhe ends of Righteouſneſs, as you acknowledge; the 
conſent of the good people in the three Nations, Navies, Armies, 
Churches flow into you, andin hopes of what would bee broughr 
our by you, riſe up as one man, and call you blefſed : Bur a 
King you muſt have, as the Nations, in nature, though nor in 
name; who alſo 1s made, I beleeve, in judgemem, beyond his 
own and your intention, too much like him deſcribed, in 1 Sar. 
from the 11th. rothe end; bur you (as rhey_ will have him in 
char poſture, and neer thar port of King and Conrtiers formerly , 
which being ſo annext to this neer fimilirude, riſes with it in all 
its Pempal formalities,as a Ghoſt out of its grave, to bee once more 
adored by a company of dying declining Chriſtians , and by this 
means isthe hearts.and hopes of the prophane Cavileer, and neu- 
tral ſpirir, and their adherents incouraged, and the ſpirit of che 
moſt ſincere through the three Nations ( excepr ſuch as could ſay 
a confederacy) bowed down and deje&ed: A Government framed, 
none knew by whom, and impoſed by you the chief Officers, -and your 
adherents, onthe three Nations, Navies,and Armies,wirhout their 
conſent, unleſs fraudnlently, and unfairly gotten: efddreſſes 
»ade ard ſent down to bee ſigned by the Army, not time given for 
due conſideration or conſultation in a caſe of rhar kinde; or if 


ſome did conſider and expreſs their diffatisfaRtion, rhey were pre- _ 


ſently either rhrown our of their places, or elſe looked on as per- 
fons not fit robee truſted in them; And I beſeech you confider,was 


not this an evil, an gh agoravared evil? conſidering its circum- | 
i:1ve Rule, Luk.6.39.A1d as you would that 


. ftances againſt rhar po 
men (heuld do to yew, do yee alfo ts them hkewiſe; Tc alio lates you 
nader, like guilr to that, charged 1 Cor.6, 8. Nay, you do wrong, 
and defrand , and that your Brethren; As alſo againſt chat Rule, 


1 Theſ. 4. 6. That no man go beyond, or defraud his Brother 1n any | 


matter, To all which add the cryes, calls, tears, and beſeechings of 
| _ ſome 
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ſome from all parts to you, to ponder your parhs, warning you in 
the Name of the Lord, of the danger of your way, that it was diſ- 
pleaſing to the Lord, gratifying to enemies, and grievous to the 
hearts of his moſt ſincere ones in the three Nations, and yer you 
world not hear; no, though the Lord alſo every morning brought 
his judgement to light, yet you wete as the w#Juff, that. knew ns 
ſhame ; bur you ſleight thoſe that bore witneſs for the Lord againſt 
you, and contemned the witneſs they bore, ſaying of and to ſome 
of them,they would have been quier,had they been uppermoR, and 
- thecauſe of their diſſatisfation, was onely becauſe they were not 
ſo, which your own conſciences could tell you was notoriouſly 
falſe; bur ar laſt you proceed to :#przſen ſome , baniſh orhers into 
remote Iſlands, ſzatching and keeping others fron their precious 
Relations, to what prejudice to ſome of rhem is not deſired to bee 
further remembred, and with all art and induſtry, by frowns, fa- 
vours, profits, airy honours, indeavour to debaxch others from 
their former profelt principles and practices, of more integrity to 
God and their Country, and what wef#l work, you have helped to 
make of rhis kind in Ciry, Country, Churches, by your Kivg-crafr, 


and worſe than B:ſhop-like trapanmngs y there 1s ſad cauſe to re-, 


member; and I ſhould =_ more, had not the Lord ſpoke ſo 
much; bur ſutely you did net onely ſin, but wade Iſrael to ſin; ful- 


filling that ſad word, 1/a. g. 16. For the leaders of the people cauſe 


thenz to erre, aud they that are lead of them are deſtrojed; and hereby 


you pave 4 wap, as it were, to the Lords anger, which diſcovered ir 
ſelf ar home and abroad, at Sea and at Land, amongſt your Coun- 
\ cls and Forces, infomuch as hee who you had ſer up as your 
Protecor in name, was never leſs truly ſo to you, theſe Nations , 
nor himſelf, than hee was after you had ſo unduly exalted him , 
and cloarhed him with thoſe vain empty names and titles you. had 
oiven him. - | | 

But you go 0, as perſons engaged, and indeavour to engage 0- 
thers, as faſt as you can, in the ſame ſnares with your ſelves, which 
the places you were in gave you great advantage to do, being 
chuefeſt Ofhcers, Councillors, yea of the cloſeſt Caball ſome of 
you, and others of you more ſubordinate, were ready to receive 
1mprefſions from the reſt, and communicate accordingly to rhoſe 
under their charge; by means of which, many, if not moſt of thoſe 
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filthy, flattering, hypeeritical Addreſſes, were framed , and lit- 
tle leſs than impoſed on Regiments under their commands, and 
made.as traps.and ſnares frequently to catch and weed ons ſuch 
as could nor. run tothe ſame exceſs with you, wirhour asking a 
queſtion for conſcience ſake, whereby many poor ſouls for fear 
of lofing their places, profits, favours, &c. contrary to their 
conſciences, bewed down to theſe abominations, and engaged with 
you (-chough falfly ) to live and dye with that poor perſon that 
was then up, againl(t all oppoſers, . forgetting the Lord whom 
you in thoſe paths were oppoſing, and provoking him to his 
face; thereby to oppoſe you, by raking away your Prote&or from 
amongft you, as hee ſaw good, winch {troke, wich rhe manner 
of it ( in ſeveral reſpe&s. nor thought ft ro mencion) caking 
him away on that remarkable day, the third of September, made 
famous formerly by rhe Lords eminent owning- him and rhe Ar- 
my under his command, in two fignal--Vigtories obtained a- 
oainſt che enemies of. the Lord, when hee - fought his bar- 
rels on his name and peoples behalf, and hee is now like 
Aaron of old, uncloathed and firipr © of that: nonour for- 
merly pur upon him, not wiſely improved by hm to the ſervice 
of the Lord that gave it; Ah, this ſiroake ſpake much to wiſe 0b- 
ſervers, yea very much to you that ſurvived to look well to your 
next ſteps, bur alaſs, God ſpeaks once, yea twice, but manregards 
net, you fill hold faſt deceit, and refuſe to return, an4 war worſe 
and worſe deceiving, and being decerved; wie could have thought 
that you, who were uſed ro fay Gods work grew more refined, 
and ſo muſt Inſtruments, that ſhould bee uſed and pr-ſper in 
it: that you ſhould bee the Inftruments to advance another 
poor mas to his, your own, theſe Nations hurt, Gods diſhonour. 
and the diſ-ſervice of that bleſled cauſe of. God ( by this and 
ſuch like means now become a by-wo7d, and a reproach amongſt 
the Heathen ). that you knew was ſufficiently deſtitute of the 
Character aforeſaid? but rhis you do; and the better to cover 
your evil herein, you cloathe him with thoſe Epirhices you did , 
giving occaſion thereby to the poor fawning Sycophant-like 
ſpirited people in the Nation to firive in fin to our-ſtrip you , 
oiving thoſe very Epithires, ſome of chem, to him,that were due 
to God onely, viz. the man of Gods right hand, whom hee had 
| B 
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made flrong for himſelf, with others too mech like Its and this 
perſon, not to mention his merit or right, 18 advanced by you to 
a place of the chiefeſt rule and dignity in the head of three 
Nations, without the fair or free content of them , the Armies 
or Navies; how rigat this was :n the fight of God ar men, judg2 
Yee. 

* But you proceed in your fraudulent practices, as formerly, to 
oain conſent, where it 1; nor given, and are helpr herein, by 
ſome of the poor Prophets of the Land, who now { as of old ) 
lead the Van in thts day of Degeneracy, ſfrengthemng the hands 
of the wicked, as well as ſaddening the hearts of the righteo, 
according to Ezek, 13, ſo that none returns from his wickedneſs; 
and that they may ſtrengthen themſelves and you 1n this carual 
confederacy, preſent you with the names of an hundred . 
Churches in che lump, that ſo you may no: at all ſuſpe& your 
way, having ſuch a number of thoſe who have profeſt ro have 
oiven up their names to Chritt, ro approve of you therein, and 
as it were bleſs you in the name of rhe Lord; ail rhus You 
wrap it up, fulfilling that word, Jer. 5.30, 31. A wonderfal ard 
borrible thing is committed i the Land , the Prophets prophe: 
falſly, and the Priefts bear rule by therr means » £nd My f e3- 
ple love to have it ſo, and what will yee do in the end thereof ? 
And hereby you bring your ſelves by ſuch acitons within the 
verge of that judgement, written 19 Prov. 24. 24, Hee that 
faith tothe WICKED , thou art RIGHTEO#S, him (hull 
the people CURSE, NATIONS SHALL ABHOR HT, 
I ſhould ſpeak much more here, bur char I defire rather to bee . 
filenr, the perſon concerned being gone off the ſtage, and I 
with may keep oft, leſt a worſe thing befall him, and many 
learn by ſuch ſudden caſtings down, as well as liftings vp, to 
know that the Lord rmles ia the Kingdomes of this world, giving 
#hens to whom hee pleaſes, and whoever walks In pride, hee 1s 
able to abaſe, and may ſo know him, as more to know himſelf, 
and learn the fear of the Lord, that teaches to depart from all 
InQuity. 

And having ſpoken thus to you. Commanders , leſt the 1nfe- 
71047 rank, of men of all ſorts in the Army, ſhould rhink chem- 
ſelves innocent, by beholding you ſo guilty, give mee leave to 
add a word tc luch, Ard. 


the caſe aforeſaid, that you were under many temptations, Viz 
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And firſt T deſire you will remember that you have yowr 
ſhare of ſin in theſe things, having beenthe /rggs and hands by 
which theſe m;chiefs aforeſaid have been acted ; ſome of you 
having atzally ſeiſed the poor Saints of the Lord, haling to pri- 
ſons, and keeping them there, or at leaſt, ſaying, a corfederacy 
with thoſe that did ſo, or nor bearing a fuithful witneſs, 18 be 
came you 2gainlt it, Rtanding moſt of you under the influence 
of ſinful engagements, ready bent ro fulfil rhe plexſure of your 
Rulers more fully in that point , contrary to lighr, and much 
ftruglings in your own conſciences againlt ſuch things, rhe T.97.1 
grant you repentance and pardoz for ir, and to beware of any 
ſuch ezgagements that ſhall be rendred co you in furure,{and on 
chat you had a /ittle more conſidered that lately rendiel ry you, 
and figned- by you, about the condatt of the Army, which I fear 
will prove a ſore ſaare) and though it will bee ſaid for you in 


fears of frowns, and loſs of favors, 25 alto that lictle. mony duc 
to you for your Arrears,If you had horn your Witneſs, or quit your 
Ration; all which indeed might have been your p7tien, in diſ- 
charge of your duty, yer you not venturing to run ſuch a hazard 
for the Lord, how have you fallen ! below the ſpirics of Cht1- 
ſttans, of Enzh1ſh men , of an Army nor mercinary,. y2a of 
Romans, though Heathens, who valued rheir Coxatry, and the 
Commu Rights of it, at a higher rate; and 5y your /fs, without 
repentance, are alſo under that woe denounced, in ſa. 31. 2. 


 Tethee alſo is wiſe, and will bring evil, and will not cail bach his 


word, but will ariſe againſt the hoxſe of evil deers, and agnaſh 
the HELP of them that work mgquity; and you have firmed al- 
ſo againſt that Rule, {ſa. 8. 13. Say not 4 corfederacy to all 
them to whom theſe people (hail | ſay a contederacy, meither fear 
yee therr fear, ner bee afraid, but ſautiifie the Lord of Hoſts hims 
ſelf, and let hins bee your fear, and let him bee your dread, and ler 
mee beſeech you ſo to ponder the parhs of your feer, as ro r#- 
pert of whar 15 paſt, and to take heed in time to come, riat you 
follow no leader, nor leaders in any way, how plauſible ſoever, 
that you have not well-grounded aflurance, 1s warranted iy the 
word, which while you obſerve as your Rule, will bee an ho- 
nour to the Lord, and you, while you live, and peace of con- 
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ſcience to you, when you come to dye, when all elſe you do, 
not concurrent herewith, will leave you under ſorrow, ſhame , 
and a blo: that will nor bee wiped away. 

In the next place I defire to conſider rhe beſt plcas T have met 
with by any of che Army in their own vindication; as firtt, rhey 
ſay all Governme ts are lawful, and ſothat by a Prote&or , and 
therefore rtliat was no: therr fin. 

Aniwer, How far a Government by a Krag or Freteflor is in 
irs own nature /awful, or #nlawful, I (ſhall nor here diſpute, bur 
it ſati3fies mee thar. the introducing both rhe one and the other, 
hath been declared T reaſon by a Law of the Land. thar wee have 
as much reaſon to reverence and adhere to ( conſidering the 
reaſons upon which it 1s grounded ) as moſt Laivs extant ; to 
which ler mee alſo add, the full concurrence of the Army there- 
with, wich their exprej? abhorrence of the contrary, ftared by the 
Army, ſometimes upon tranſcendent grounds, to a Lay of the 
Land, as is to bee ſeen in their Muſcellborengh declaration in 
L1e year 50. all which conſidered, together with what God hath 
ſpoken fince in oppoſition to ſuch a practice ; makes ir very 
neer of kin to a thing uzlarful ar leaft for tlis Army to bring in 
. ſuch a Government, 

But ſecondly, It is ſaid that theſe Governments were not of 
choice, hut of neceſſity, 

Anſwer, So you ſay, but how or to whom that necefiiry appears 
beſide your ſelves, 1s a queſtion; when you are willing to [ub 
this point to the judgement of more unbiafled perſons, I hope 
you will bee heard , and till then, nor expeR to bee belee- 
ved, 

But thirdly, you ſay your a:zzs and ends were good. 

Anſwer, What your exds were, the Lord k-ows, and will ere 
long let you and us kzow better; but good ends for the moſt part 
make bur bad. and #nwarrantable Rules to ak by; and fo far 
as men may rationally gueſs at your ends, by your means you uſe 
towards them, they were not like to bee very good; and of this 
you wanted not warmgs from all parts z but you would nor 
then hear. 

Again, though you inthe firs part you ated under a /i*gle 
perſon might have ſomeching of a colour of good exds 1n what you 


did, 


> 
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did, yet ſure you had »oxe ſuch for your ſecond part under your 
ſecond ſingle perſon; or 1f you ſhall yet wh you did judge that 
alſo a /ikely way and weans to thoſe good ends, will not all ra- 
tional men in theſe three Nations riſe up at once and conclude 
you as 2 company of the moſt nufit men 1n England to judge in-- 
caſes of ike kinde in furure, who are lub;e& to ſuch groſs w21- 
tes, wherein our lives, liberctes- and eftates are concerned ? 
and how would rhe ſenſe of your m1ſcarriage forme7ly, if it were 
right upon you, make you dread /ke paths, which you now: not- 
withſtanding, as fearleſly as ever are r4aning cowards. 

But fourchly, You ſay you have reperted, and Indeavour to 
evinc? it by, Firſt, your drifolving that Parliament calied by 
Richard Cromwell. Secondly, In throwing dow: him. 

Anſwer, Whether thoſe atons had more of fin or repentance 
14 them, your preingagements conſidered, remains a queſtion 
wich ſome, though our of queſtion with orchers, eſpecially as to 
you chief Commanders; and to the latter of them, whether you 
were herein ſo guilty, as you: would now bee thought to bee , 
let the Argaments uſed by ſome of you to him, ar chat time , 
pleading your zeceſſity from others, more than willingneſs 1n your 
{:lves to that work, ſpeak; though I beleeve indeed you were 
minded to attempt ſomewhat of alteration in his Counſet , as 
you were neerly concerned, in point of reputation, and orher - 
wiſe, at that time todo; as alſo chit you were providentially 
carried upon thoſe leggs on which you went, whither ſome of 
you wenld not have gone; and therefore at thar time 1n the Ge- 
eral Council of Officers you did plead hard for the ſingle Perſon, 
ſome of you; others to have but the ame, when the thing ic 
ſelf could not bee had, and thereby manifeſting your conſfaut 
good affection to the laſt, loſing this ground bur by wches, rather 
furiouſly driven off it, than farrly quirring itz ſo that upon the 
whole, this looks very mnlike a peece of repentance in you the 
chief Officers; but if any have 4 ſhare more than others in this 
ſervice, 1t 1s-the 1feriour ranks of men in the Army , who ſ#- 
aed not after the ſimilitude of the chief Officers tranſgreſion , in 
ſecting him up, though ſome were drawn, and others drives by 
them, to ſacrifice tohim in rhoſe wretched addrefles, when up, 
but were much more willingly helpful, and traly joyful, in 
Larowing him down, B 3 . Bur 
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Butt fifchly, You ſay you ackyowledged jour evils to the late 
Parliament, when you brought chem to fit again, 

Anſwer, You did very gezerally and curſorily mention ſome 
of your wandrings, but how few of theſe many particulars afore- 
mentioned, with mavy more of like kinde chargeable upon 
you, is obſervable? and rhe more ſo, becauſe when any comes ro 
ſpeak with you parricularly, rhey uſually meet with thar com- 
mon queſtion much in uſe amongſt thar poor people in ala- 
chies time, ſaying, Wherein have wee done ſo evil? And though - 
demonſtrations are clear now, as tney were then, yet it 1s as 
hard to convince you, as it was them; and therefore rhar I 
mighre. ( if the will of the Lord were) a lictle help you in rhis 
main point of Repentaxce, upon the truth of which, and your 
being renewed, depends ſo much in this caſe; I therefore would 
a little treat you on this ſubje&. 

Repentance, when in truth, I take, doth conſiſt in theſe fol- 


lowing particulars, VL. 4 Convittion, % Humiliation, 7 Cons 


fefſiow, And 4 Forſaking ſin cofeſſed, and would intrear you 


ſeriouſly to contider this firlt part y to wit , Convittion ; and ask 
your ſouls this ſ:g/e queſtion, Which the Lord will one day ask 
you, 21z,, Have you indeed been coxvineed, that you have wandred 
9%t of the way with the cauſes, effefis, aud degrees thereof,aud finful- 
neſsof your ſo wandring, with reſpect to fome Rate,or Rules of the 
Law by you tranſgreſſed herein, and yhar choſe Rales are; as al- 
ſo whar 1s the natare of your ſin towards God, towards Men, to- 
wards thoſe without, tboſe withia, thoſe under your charge; as 
alſo rhoſe that have been 1mpr:ſoxed, oppreſi, affiitted, derided, 
and ſcerned, by you, or ſome of you, for their indeavouring to 
bee fairhful to the Lord, and his intereſt in this back: ſiding day? 
If you are rightly cox»iaced, you will ſee your ſin, in theſe its ſe- 
veral aſpects; for as the Spirir of the Lord conwnceth clearly, ſo 
as no light dorh like it, ſo it covnceth very particularly and ful- 
;y, and uſually lzies the ſoul convinced under the werght of its 


ſin, inits ſeveral aggravarions, as it reſpects ſome Kale or Rates 


ranſgrefled by it, and (6 renders ſin exceeding ſinful; Rom, 7. 
$3, Now, have you been ſe convinced? hath that deluge of 
diſhoncur brought upon rhe Name of the Loreal , thoſe flains , 


plemithes, and blaſphemies brought upon that bleſſed cauſe 4 
Goa? 
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. God ? together with that 1gnominy, contempt and ctuelty caft 
upon, and exerciſed towards many of thoſe poor unworthy wit- 
neflesto the Lord and his work, in this day of declining, been 
with we:ght upon your hearts, yea of no? if nr, ſure you are yer 
very far trom thorow convithons, 

2 As to yout Humiliation, that alivaics attends true convi- 
on, and includes contritiony as Zach. 12.10, I1, 12. Ezet, 
7. 16, Have you been at this work, families apart, your wives 
apart, and each ſoul apart, momynmas bitterly over your tranſgreſ= 
ſions, as an Army ? 1f ſo, what means thoſe-fleighty extennating 
expreſons concerning your fin, when ſpoken of ? as alſo the /i- 
lence of you Leaders ( who have /ead 1n tranſgreſion ) 1n your 
daies of ſeeming ſolemn mouruiig before the Lord ? you etther 
coateating your ſelves, thar ſome amongft you ſpeak largely in 
your names, leaving you to your liberty of afſent or diflenr 
( which you may poſſibly rchink you have ) in ſuch eaſes, or 
elſe otherwiſe diſcovering heart-riſizgs againlt others, uſing 
plainneſs amongſt you, which you brook not ſs well; bee plea- 
ſed toread Davids practice in ſuch a caſe, a King and Comman- 
der, not inferiour ro any of you, I Chroz. 2. $8. Azd David 
ſaid unto God, I have ſinned greatly, becauſe I have done this 
thizg. And verſe 17, Is it not 1 that commanded this people to 
bee uumbred > Even T it is that have ſinned, and done eail 14- 

' deed, but as for theſe ſheep, what have they done ? let chine hard, 
I pray thee, O Lord my God, bee 91 meey and on my Fathers houſe, 
but not on thy people, that they ſhould bee plagued. 

3 To thar of confeſon, which ought to bee particular and pub- 
1 ck, where evils have been ſo, Lev. 5. 5, And it ſhall bee when 
hee ſhall bee guilty 1n one of theſe things, that hee ſhall coafeſs that 
hee hath ſinned in that THING, Ezra 10. 11. New therefore 
make confe ſcion unto the Lord God of your Fathers, and do his plea- 
ſure, and ſeparate your ſelves from the people of the Land, aud 
from the ſFrauge wives; then all the Congregation anſwered and 
faid nith a leud weice, As thou haſt ſaid, ſo muſt wee do, but the 
people are many, and it is a time of much rain, and wee are nt 
able to ſtand without, neither 1s this a work, of one day or two, for 
wee are many that have tranſgreſſed im this thing, Act. 26,10,T1e 
Which thing I alſo did in Jeruſalem, and many of the _ 
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did I ſkut up in priſon, having recerved authority from the chief 
Prieſts, and when they were put to death, I gave my woice againſs 
them, and I puniſhed them oft in every Sy. agogue , and compel« 
ted them to blaſpheme; and being exceedingly mad againfl them, 1 
perſecuted them even to ſirange Cities, Where is now this freesfull, 
publick, particular confeſsion of yours ? James 5.16, Confeſs your 
faults owe to another, and pray one for another that you may bee hea- 
led, This is the way that God will bee glorified, by perſons that 
have ſo p#blickly diſhonoured him » as you have done in your - 
publick attions, FEzek. 44. 10, And the Levites thar went a- 
tray; # hen 1ſrael went aſtray, which went aſtray away from mee 
after their Idols, they ſhall even bear their iniquities, v, 13. They 
ſhall bear their ſhame, and their abommations which they have 
committed, Take heed therefore of conſnlting with fleſh and 
£loed in this caſe; it is a hard leſſon for perſons in thar porc and 
degree in the world thatyou are in; bur this is a part of that 
grea: leſſon of ſelf-denial , wherein every croſs that lies in rhe 
way of daty, mult bee taken up by you; forif you have ſinred, 
you mult r:ſe 9#t of it in the way of God, or bee ruined by it; for 
hee will aſlurediy d:/#rain for his glory that you will not give 
him, 

4 AS to your forſakzng of fi , thar muſt nor onely bee for- 
ſaking ſuch particular acts'of ſin, which 1ts poſſible have forſaken 
you, and you are xt capable of committing thoſe individual a&ts 
again; but a departing from all of that kinde, yea of every 
kinde; and in this give mee leave once more to ask you; What 
are you doing herein ? are you not again, inftead of forſakizg, 
fallen, and fallizg, into ſome of your old ſteps, that yet. you. 
would bee deemed to have repented of ? elſe, why did you (not 
long ſince) come before. the Lord in a very ſolemn day , profeſ- 
fing you were there like a company of poor. child7ex that knew 
not oxe ffep of your way, to Inquire of the Lord a 71ght way, 
when bzfore your coming there, you had reſolved of; ſo, conſt- 
derable a part of your way,as the conduSQ of your Army; and thar 
not for that time onely, as was then your pretence ( hich had 
been ſomewhat more. tollerable) and whether not alſo of that 
rare compoſition ſince called rhe Committy of ſafety ? you may 
do well co conſider; ar leaſt whether in any rational mans judge- 

ment, 
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'ment, the conſtitution of it conſidered, it can bee thought to 
bee the produSt of ſuch a ſolemn #ares ſeeking the Lord for di- 
region; and 1s not your 4rmy thus ferled intended to bee 
rafluential to the frami:g your wholefabrie% of Government 
now in the forge 2 and have not ſome of you already ſaid, 
riar if ir pleaſe aot the people it is rg bee offered to, they 
2ſt bez pleaſed whether rhey will or not , and yer pretesſrons 
of all freedome to bee uſed towards all good people ? yea, I 
have been rold by ſome of you , that you intended ro do no- 
ching in youx Government without advice had with good peo- 
ple, from all parts; hath that been, or 1s 1t intended ? har 
is this other than the very firſ# flep that Olizer Cromwell cook? 
and who ſeeth not that this 4rmy will yer again, norwichſtand- 
ing all its takes be ſupream, admit nothing above it, or equal 
to it in all our greateſt concerns of life, liberty or eftare ? which 
muſt needs have this effe&t, to make good wen nanciate it, or 
what is to bee done by ir, as formerly; and then thoſe thar will 
follow for the /oaves, and tranſgreſs for a morſe! of bread, 
fnall again bee admitred in rheir ſphear of ſubſerviency, ro a 
comperent ſhare in this mew garn'd domixion over the lives, 
liberties and eſtates of ſuch as cannot for conſcience ſake 
bow to ſuch an [mage , when ſet up; and if this bee indeed 
forſaking ſin, then I underſtand 1c nor; bur this is your way, 
ro which, if God will condeſcend to ſave by, you will ſerve 
him in, but not out of it, as I perceive; bur know this, you 
muſt come to his waies, or bee broken by him and deceive 
not your ſelves, I beſeech you, with pretenfions of doing 
good out of the way of it; though they may bee as high rare 
fed in your imagination as Heaven , yet if nt laid in deep 
humiliation for paſt tranſgreſſion, with thorow abhorring your 
ſelves in ſenſe of them, as alſo deelining all paths that lead 
ro the like in future, they will prove but abortive, and like a 
houſe built upon the ſand, rhar will afluredly fall, and grear 
will bee the fall of it 3- and therefore ſince 1ts moſt certain you 
cannot profher in any work in your hands, till che Lord have 
accompliſhed this great work of w»fergned repentance upon 
your hearts, conſider your waies, and ſee if the Lord hath 7e- 
covered you to this path of his good pleaſure, manifeſt it Oe 
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bleſs him for ir; and if not, take heed of pretending to it, bur 
rather confeſs your fn, and give glory to the Lord, who hath 


ſaid, Hee will indeed bee ſanRihed by all that draw neer to 
him and before all the people hee will bee glorified; and 
truly, till you are raughr to glorifie him in this way of his, thar 
leading, guiding preſence of God, in relation ro his work in 
your hands, will :or bee with you, but will certainly aud wvis- 
fibly depart from you; and oh that I could ſay it were nor a/- 
ready departed, as from Saul of old, cauſing you to {abour 
in the fire for vanity, and run out of one fire 1mro another, 
which is to? w1/ibly your portion ar this day; and baſe fears 
of man ( for want of a Spirit of Faith , as formerly to make 
the Lord your fear, and your dread) are upon you, cauſing 
yon t0 make nndxe hafte many rimes 3 and the ſpirit of 
rage and madneſs of the Nations, riſing againſt you , cannot 
bee kept down by the ſpirit that yer appears to act you, bur 
it 70s and gams viſibly Yea 74s upon you , teareth and 
rends you daily; and it 1s onely the Spirit of the Lord that can 
yaiſe up « ſtandard to give check ro ſuch floods z and ill this 
Spirit more appears OO a&t you , which will firſt carry you our 
of your 9 wiſdome, frrength . and every polluted path, and 
make you as poor children, not 1n word onely, but in tr#th , 
ro ſay inthe Lord you have all, and ner elſewhere, you are, 
I am perſwaded, with other poor ones thar follow you, like ro 
wander in the wildermſs; and which is moſt ſad, without a 
guide, ull many , if not moſ# of your carkaſſes fall there , or 
the Lord have parged ont the rebels from among you; rhere 
3s but. ©ve Name under Heaven that Salvatiozs ſhall bee had 
from for Nations, as well as Souls, the cloſing with whom in 
his own way » as the wiſdome of the word dire&s to, would 
make you and theſe Nations alſo in their publick, affairs haps 
py; and the contrary makes them mſerable : this is the founda- 
130, Other than which ( what ever any poor deluded flat» : 
tering Courtiers have formerly prophanely ſaid of any of rhe. 

projects of mens brains) car »o man lay, nor any Nation or. 
Nations. with ſecurity by warrant from the word build upon 3 
bur their b:/d1ngs will tumble, for hee hath ſaid, Hee will 
ſhake Nations thereby to remove what ever may bee ſhaker , 
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ill rheir deſire comes to him, who ſhall aloye bear the glory, 
and not man or men with him. 

My poor advice 1s therefore to youz 2s ever you intend 
to proſper, bee wiſe, yee Rulers, Officers and Souldiers, 
kiſs the Son, not onely as 4 King and Saviewr to your ſouls, 
bur as King of Nations, leſt hee bee angry, and yee periſh from 
the way, for if his wrath bee kindled, and that bat a little, 
onel y bleed are they that tru/t 1 hin. 

And if you defire thus to 5w# him, do it by ackzowledging 
him as your Law-gruer, by your recel vUIrg and magnifying that 
| Law, hee hath ſaid, hee will magnifie and make honourable, 
and caſting off the Laws of the Heathen, that ſerve for little 
elſe, bur ro /ead into labyrinths; yea, Seek, the Lord, and 
walr on him for light and wiſdome , and conſulr his ord, 
and ſee if it bee not able thorowly to furmiſh ro every good 
work, beyond what any Laws of wen can do; yea, this were the 
way to {ay ſuch a Magna Charta, as would Rand more are a- 
gainft any alterations, than any you can lay, both as ro our 
righrs, as men and Chriſtians, which 1s the grear thing in 
conteſt, and would have a bleſſed znftrattizg effeft upon the 
adminiſtrators, as in Jeſhaa 1. 8. As alſo upon them ro whom 
they do adminifter , teaching them the knowledge and fear of 
the Lord, which is ſo much wanting in theſe Nations at pre- 
ſent; when every mans particalar intereſ? ſhould lead him to 
conſult the Law of rhe Lord, in which his great intereſt 13 
ſo much made known, and by beholding che K/ghteonſneſs of 
that Law (ſhould fall = love with it, and into a more frequent 
delightful meditatios upon it , whith being 4/eſ#by the Lord, 
might bee »ſtrumental ro turn water into wixe, to the come 
verting of many poor fouls rhat might begin ar firſt, -bur with 
cheir on inrereſt, beſides the c:wiliz1ng effetts , as ro man- 
ners amoneſt men, this Law of the Lord hath a bleſſed 
tendency tO beger, beyond any other Law whatſoever. 

Bur for you or others, rhar ſhall go afrer any other, be- 
ſides, or ſhort of him, or his righreous Laws, rruly your 
ſorrows will bee multiplied , and you will [ze downin them at 
the laſt; and though you may think you have #rengthened 


your ſelves in the anredreſs of your Army under ſuch a c0z- 
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du, yea much more ſtrengthened your arm of fleſh, by 
your ne\-raiſed 1itia, or what elſe you may,” 1magine , 
remember that the wrath-of God #5. revealed from: Heaven a- 
 gainſt all unrighteonſneſs of men, who hold the truth 1a'unrigh- 
reoxſneſs; And you have none of theſe coverings large en5ngh 
ro keep that from falling heavy upon you , to the ſudden 
diflolving of every Covezart with death and Hell, and over- 
flowing every hidimg-place made up bur of the refuge of lies, 
how like to truth ſoever they may bee, "og 

Theſe things being of ſome weight upon my heart, I 
durſt nor but ſpeak ro you, though I had argaments enough 
from a ſenſe of my own unworthineſs upon all. accounts 
ro have filenced mee, as well as my. weaknefſe for ſuch 
an undertaking, in a ſervice in its own nature uſually un- 
acceptable, and much more may bee ſo with you for my 
lake ; but I have in this matter conſulted duty tothe Lord, 
who I have indeavoured to eye in it; and ſecondly, to your 
ſouls , that I would fain ſee recovered out of ſuch deſtroying 
paths. | 1 hope you will paſs by weakneſs 'herein ,” and ac- 
cept my intention , which hath been .to ſerve you the moſt 
effecually. I could. I have not troubled you oft1n rhis.kind, 
and for. ought 1 know, it may bee the laſt ſervice 'of. this na- 
ture I may ever diſcharge to /you : as. aty, Army, which if 
it bee of any uſe, I ſhall rejoyce, if otherwiſe , my ſoul 
T hope ſhall mourn on your behalfs- (if it may bee to pre- 


. vent that miſery coming on you ) and all of us with you , 


bur that T rruſt the Lord who knows how to deliver,” when 
all other means fails, will . bee a /:ttle- Santtwuary to all 
that in ſincerity commmit themſelves-ro him , defiring to 
hate every falſe 'way , for hee hath ſaid 1t,: rhat is able to 
perform it ; Upon all the glory there ſhall bee a defexce , and 
when the Enemy ſhall come wm like a flood , the Spirit of the 
Lord ſhail life up a ſtandard againſt him ; Which I beleeve 
hee will yet do for his .poor remnant, for his holy Names- 
ſake, and ſodo it as to aſtoniſh and confcund enemies of all forts, greatly 
diſcover and ſhame talſe-hearrcd friends» rake his people oft from 1do!s, yea 
every pleaſant piffure, and cauſe them to fing to himſelf alone,” as the God 
of their ſalvations; who remembers them in their low eſtate, becauſe his 


mercy endures for ever. : 


